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Dear Friends  
 
Reading through that wonderful last book of the Bible, Revelation, I was reminded of this interesting 

incident in John’s vision:  

Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven [who] called out with a loud voice, like a lion 

roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was 

about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do 

not write it down.” (from Rev.10:1-4) 
 
How fascinating! What did John hear? And why should he be forbidden to write it down? Why tell us that 

he heard something but then add that he is not allowed to tell us? Why not just cut this bit out? What is this 

doing in the Bible?  
 
Maybe it is to remind us that we are people, not God; creatures, not the Creator. There are things—

innumerable things—that he knows but we do not. Thank him for that!  
 
A couple of times I have preached a sermon entitled ‘The blessedness of not needing to know everything.’ 

Imagine the horror of knowing everything. Imagine if we knew the date of our death, for example. Imagine 

if we knew exactly what other people were thinking. And we could go on. A world in which we knew 

everything, and in which sin still dwelt, would be a living nightmare.  
 
On the other hand, imagine our God not knowing everything. Imagine him watching over us, caring for us, 

guiding us, but never 100% sure of the outcome. I think of our verse for the year—“I will build my 

church”—and having to add, “at least, we hope so”! What blessedness that our God does know everything.  
 
He knows everything. We do not. But—and this is crucial—we do know some things. In fact, we know all 

that we need to know. One of my favourite Bible verses is Deuteronomy 29:29—  

The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our 

children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law. 
 
There are secret things that belong to God alone. As I have indicated, what a relief. But, wonderfully, there 

are things revealed that belong to us, and that we can pass on—why?—so that we can ‘do all the words of 

this law’. That is, because we have God’s revelation in the Bible, we can find salvation, know God and live 

for him in this world and with him for ever.  
 
So maybe if I preach that sermon again I will retitle it, ‘The blessedness of not needing to know everything, 

but knowing enough.’ Sounds a bit clumsy, but surely a blessing indeed.  
 
Your brother in Christ  

Philip  
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GIFT AID 
 
Thank you very much to all who Gift Aid their donations; it is very much appreciated and, last 
year, contributed £20,600 to church funds. 
 
To Gift Aid, an individual must: 
 

•  Be a UK taxpayer, and 
 

•  Pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the tax that the 
charity reclaims on your donations in the tax year. This is currently 25p for each £1 
donation. 

 
If you are eligible and would like to Gift Aid, please get in touch with the Gift Aid Secretary 
for a Declaration Form. Contact details are below. 
 
For those who already Gift Aid their donations. 
 
Please notify the Gift Aid Secretary if: 
 

•  You have changed your name or address, or 
 

•  Your circumstances have changed, and you no longer pay an amount of Income and/or 
Capital Gains Tax equal to the amount of tax that the PCC of St John the Evangelist 
Church will reclaim.  This is currently 25p for each £1 donation. 

 
If you pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on 
all your donations in that tax year, it is your responsibility to pay any difference.  
 
HMRC require address information to be submitted with the Gift Aid claim so any changes, as 
detailed above, must be notified to the Gift Aid Secretary as soon as possible. 
 
Marion Barlow, 27 Glenmore, Clayton le Woods, Chorley, Lancashire. PR6 7TA 

Tel: 01772 324376 or by email to: marionbarlow@hotmail.com 
 
Thank you 
Marion Barlow 
 

PRAYER BREAKFAST  

11
th

 FEBRUARY   

8.30-10.00am 

Clayton Brook Church 

Speaker from the Salvation Army 

Last time we had a Salvation Army speaker  

we were amazed at what they do.  

All welcome 

Sign up on the list in church 

Breakfast will be croissants and coffee 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

23rd SEPTEMBER 
CHURCH DAY OUT  

to CHIPPING  
Village Hall and  

surrounding village 
We’ve been before and 

we are going again 
This is an amazing  

day out 
More details later 

Mark your calendar 

mailto:marionbarlow@hotmail.com
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Don’t stop asking me “Where are you from?” 
 
In these 30+ years I have been living in England, I lost count of how many times people have 

asked me “Where are you from?” My accent is not from Chorley and it is difficult to guess where 

I am from. Most times this question has been an ice breaker that led to many interesting 

conversations! It has also been amusing to hear people 

guessing where I am from – I have heard I was from 

Turkey, Greece, Israel, Armenia and other places  

so far away from Brazil! 
 
There are many advantages in having two nationalities 

and two passports: being able to travel without the need  

of expensive visas or having to join long queues at 

various airport checks.  But the best and the most 

important passport to have is the passport of the 

Kingdom of God, showing we are citizens of heaven, no matter which part of the world we were 

born in! No need to fill in long forms, submit photos and to pay lots of money – ALL has been 

sorted out and paid for and it can only be acquired by faith! We all need this “passport” as we 

need to be ready to travel at any time and any day to that marvellous place the Bible tells us 

Jesus has prepared for the believers. It does not matter how many countries on Earth one can 

go to without a visa. The most important thing is to have a guaranteed entrance to heaven one 

day. And only by faith we can get that!   
 
When this life on earth is over, do you know where you are moving to?  

None of us can change where we came from. My British passport still says: Place of birth:  

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. We can’t change the family we were born into either. But we can choose 

where we are going to spend eternal life. Everyone will live forever, but where? Your life will 

never be the same when you know where your life’s journey will end up! We would not enter a 

train or a plane without knowing where it was going to! It is always comforting and assuring to 

know our final destination! Confidence, strength, hope and peace will replace the fear of death, 

the anxiety and worry about this life’s storms and terrible world events. 
 
If you have not yet applied for that Passport of the Kingdom of God, with 

your free entrance visa stamped on it, I encourage you to do so as soon as possible. All you 

need is to believe the Scriptures, submit your life to God, accept Jesus as your personal Saviour 

and Lord and walk with Him from then on. Nobody can do this for you.  

Make this a priority in 2023! 

  - by Ethel de Almeida Rowbotham (Clayton Brook)  

Did you know that the Bible also contains a VALENTINE ?                                                     

“For God so loVed the world, that He gAve His onLy  begottEn  SoN,  That whosever 

believes  In Him  should Not perish,  but have Everlasting life.”   John 3:16 
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The Leprosy Mission 
 
I have been collecting stamps for Leprosy Mission for more years than 
I can remember – probably upwards of 30 - taking over the task from 
Josie Edgerly who some of you will remember. 
 
In November I received a letter from them thanking us for our efforts 
over the years and saying it was no longer a viable option. In the last 
couple of years, the value of stamps has greatly reduced. Now that 
bar-coded stamps have been introduced stamp value has further 
decreased. Sadly, it has got to the point where there is not really any 
money to be made in this area. So it is with regret that they have 
made the tough decision to wind down stamps & collectibles in line 
with many other charities.  
 
With this in mind I will be sending the last parcel at the end of 
February.  
 
Please leave your stamps in the boxes at the back of both churches. 
May I remind you to carefully trim all stamps leaving at least 5mm 
around them. This ensures the stamps aren’t damaged & therefore 
worthless and also that unnecessary postage is not being paid on 
extra paper when the parcel is sent. 
 
Anyone wishing to find out more about the work of TLM can visit the 
web site at www.leprosymission.org.uk. 
 
Thank you 
Susan Parkinson 

Valentine’s Day reminds us of the importance of expressing our love to those close to us. But how 

can we go beyond simply offering flowers and a card? Jesus says: ‘A new command I give you: Love 

one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another’ (John 13:34). How can we express 

love like Jesus in our everyday relationships to our partner, children, neighbours or work colleagues? 
 
Listening 

We need to listen to others, just as Jesus did. He asked questions of people and waited for them to 

process their answer. According to JaAmes, ‘everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and 

slow to become angry’ (James 1:19). How well do we listen to others? How often do we find 

ourselves already thinking of what we want to say before somebody’s finished speaking? Listening 

takes time; don’t rush it! 
 
Touching 

Jesus reached out to touch the untouchables in His world, including lepers, the sick and children. This 

was completely out of character for rabbis of His day. For us today, a warm handshake may be of 

value. Of course, it should always be an appropriate touch – helpful for the other person, not just for 

ourselves. 
 
Speaking 

Jesus’ conversation was always full of grace and truth (John 1:14). Do we speak words of grace, by 

offering comfort, giving encouragement or expressing care and concern? However, we should also be 

ready to speak words of truth, in asking for forgiveness, seeking reconciliation or addressing conflict. 

As Paul urges us, don’t avoid: ‘speaking the truth in love’. 
 
Where is the challenge for us in expressing love this Valentine’s Day? 

This is the last time you will see 

this notice.  Bring in your 

stamps before the end of  

FEBRUARY 

Please save your  
postage stamps 
leaving 5mm 

around them, & 
place them in  
the boxes in  

both churches.   
Susan will send 

them to the  
Leprosy Mission 

http://www.leprosymission.org.uk
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The Suffering Church – God’s Risk Takers 
 
If you read stories about Afghan, North Korean and Somalian Christians and those who support them you 

cannot but be astonished by their courage and ask the question – what compels them to take such 

extraordinary risks. Below is an extract from an Open Doors article in December about the life of one 

secret field worker ministering to North Korean followers of Jesus. 
 
Who are these refugee women? 

Many are women sold into marriage in China, some are trafficked into the Chinese countryside and sold to 

Han Chinese families. Many are hiding in remote areas visited by Open Doors field workers like Rebecca 

below. These women have been brainwashed by the North Korean regime and are really afraid to initially 

hear about the Gospel but with prayer many do find release form their fear. Every new woman is precious 

to the fieldworkers, seem as a gift from God. 
 
What are the risks? 

If caught these will probably be deported to North Korea, where the punishment is severe, especially if 

they have had contact with Chinese Christians. Being sent to notorious political prison camps is the least 

they can expect but some are executed. If they are found with Christian material including a Bible their 

families may also be persecuted. 
 
Prayer 

Prayer is the bedrock of the ministry to these North Korean women by the Open Doors fieldworkers, and 

the prayer of supporters around the world is precious to them. We are asked to pray for safety for the 

fieldworkers and their ministry and also for the women they minister to. Pray for the fieldworker’s team, for 

their physical and spiritual support and for their families. Pray for the refugee women, for their openness to 

the Gospel, for their health and well being in China, that the families they are with are compassionate and 

kind. 
 
One Fieldworkers Diary 

Rebecca (not her real name) has one of the riskiest jobs imaginable, through secret networks she meets 

North Korean refugees in search of a better life, but often ending up being trafficked by unscrupulous 

Chinese families that they end up with, often abused and neglected. Rebecca is able to bring them 

pastoral care, a little money and most of all the good news of the Gospel. As the weeks go by Rebecca 

sees amazing change in these vulnerable women. But her work comes with incredible risk and irresistible 

joy. This is Rebecca’s story diary, a story of grace and faith, told in her own words. 
 
I need to travel to far away places to meet these sisters, to a new place I don’t know, the journey is difficult 

and dangerous. I know that God protects me, especially on the many occasions I have to travel alone. It 

was often lonely and frightening but God prepared the way for me. Every time I travelled there was never 

an accident or incident, this is God’s amazing Grace, even on journeys from village to village which are 

never safe. I am still able to visit my sisters in Christ, for Bible study meetings as God my ministry. 
 
It takes time to get to know my sisters but after a couple of months we are able to talk about not just their 

own problems, which is very common at first but start to listen to others. They started off being jealous of 

others and in some case hated one another but as time goes by they are changing, learning to listen and 

comfort each other. I can see that Jesus is changing them, really touching their hearts, teaching them to 

love and encourage. I love these women, they are God’s children and He wants to build them, to learn 

more about Him through the Bible, to become serious about the message. 
 
After three months I notice a change in a sister who I previously was very suspicious about. She seemed 

distant and occasionally lied about her faith but then began to engage more in meetings and slowly began 
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to show who she really is. There are still times when she again appears distant making me think if she 

truly believes in Jesus, or is this just convenient. Funnily I miss her a lot and wonder how She 

encounters God on a daily basis. 
 
After six months I am seeing an amazing transformation in my sisters. During worship or in our Bible 

study group the sisters begin to pray sincerely for their husbands and families back in North Korea, for 

their redemption and salvation, starting to ask for God’s heart when they pray. Even the Chinese families 

they live with begin to notice the difference. When I see these transformations I feel so happy and proud 

for them. Ass they get to know  more about Jesus, the Word of God surely changes these women in His 

good ways. In addition they have really started to pray for their own country, that churches will be built 

and that North Korea will accept the Gospel of Jesus. Some sisters have contact with underground 

secret believers in North Korea who we are able to help through secret networks in China. This is 

wonderful news. 
 
After nine months I am amazed when I think of what God has do, ne in my sisters lives, the changes 

since I have known them. They came originally to the Bible study to get funds and support but after 

listening to God’s Word and learning about God’s love in Christ, they started to help and encourage 

each other with love and support. That’s the moment I thought “Wow, they have really changed“, 

thanking God for their transformation. I tell them that God has His plans for their lives, asking them to 

remember this wherever they go and whatever they do. Even in the darkest times when they feel most 

alone, Jesus is with them, holding their hands. And I continue to pray that the fruit of the Holy Spirit will 

be abundant amongst my sisters, so that they will see God’s Glory and that His Glory will shine through 

them whether they stay in China or go back to North Korea, of shining His glory to their families, 

neighbours and all those around them. I pray that the sisters will serve as powerful disciples of Christ. 
 
What an amazing testimony to Rebecca and to God’s presence and provision. Rebecca takes 

extraordinary risks to meet with North Korean refugee women in China, showing them the love of Christ.  
 
She does so with the support of Open Doors and their supporters, which includes our Church here at 

Whittle and Clayton Brook. Together the Body of Christ is transforming the lives of courageous North 

Koreans and many others. 
 
Please pray that God will protect the ministry of secret fieldworkers, that many more North Korean 

refugees will encounter Jesus and choose to follow Him and for God to show His love, strength and 

comfort to all who take risks to obey Him. 
 
If you want to give to support Open Doors you can do so by going to their website below. 
 
£20 could help provide spiritual and financial support to a believer fleeing extreme persecution. 

£35 could provide a refugee fleeing extreme persecution with as food package and essential medicine to 

help them survive and 

£48 could provide a refugee with clothing, blanket, fuel and other essentials helping them survive.. 
 
Why not learn more about their work, and perhaps donate to their work, at www.opendoorsuk.org. 
 
A Living Hope 
 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and into an 

inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade” 1 Peter 1:3 - 4 
 
- David Barlow 

http://www.opendoorsuk.org
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The months ahead may be harder than 
most for some people.   

Please remember the  LOVE FUND 
The Love Fund consists of donations of 

money from various members of both 
our churches.  This can be used for 
anyone in our church or parish who is 

in need of help.  If you are in 
financial need for whatever purpose: 

shopping, bills, essentials etc during 
this crisis, then get in touch with 
Philip and he will be happy to help 

you. tel: 01257 515141  email: 
info@stjohnsandclaytonbrook.uk 

www.stjohnsandclaytonbrook.uk/
contact-us 

21st Feb:         
Ever wonder why we eat pancakes just before Lent? The 
tradition dates back to Anglo-Saxon times, when Christians 

spent Lent in repentance and severe fasting. 
 
So on the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, the church bell 
would summon them to confession, where they would be 
‘shriven’, or absolved from their sins, which gives 

us Shrove Tuesday. At home, they would then eat up their 
last eggs and fat, and making a pancake was the easiest way 
to do this. For the next 47 days, they pretty well starved 
themselves. 
 
Pancakes feature in cookery books as far back as 1439, and today’s pancake races are in 
remembrance of a panicked woman back in 1445 in Olney, Buckinghamshire. She was making 
pancakes when she heard the shriving bell calling her to confession. Afraid she’d be late, she ran  
to the church in a panic, still in her apron, and still holding the pan. 
 
Flipping pancakes is also centuries old. A poem from Pasquil’s Palin in 1619 runs: “And every man and 
maide doe take their turne, And tosse their Pancakes up for feare they burne.” 
 
Some people have noted that the ingredients of pancakes can be used to highlight four significant 
things about this time of year: eggs stand for creation, flour is the staff of life, while salt keeps 
things wholesome, and milk stands for purity. 
 
Shrove Tuesday is always 47 days before Easter Sunday and falls between 3rd February and 

9th March. 

“Anyone can do their best, but we are helped by the spirit of God 
 to do better than our best”   – Commissioner Catherine Bramwell-Booth   
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Don’t forget the monthly prayer diary which is distributed in church and by email 
  

  And, please continue to pray for the re-ordering of St John’s church.  

Our church and ourselves need our prayers 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labour in vain.”   Psalm 127v1 
 

“I call on you, my God, for you will answer me; turn your ear to me and hear my prayer.”  Psalm 17v6 
  

We’ve waited so long, stir us up, Lord, into prayerful action.  Pray that the future plans  
have no delays, hold ups, interruptions, postponements etc etc.   

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see”. Hebrews 11v1 
  “But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently”. Romans 8v25 

 
May we grow stronger in prayer and thanksgiving as we see our church building transformed. 

From Living Waters Food Bank: 
 
Thank you so very much to everyone who 
supports the food bank through single 
donations and standing orders. We are so 
grateful and it allows us to do so much more. 
Please consider sending a gift through our 
bank transfer or look on our facebook page. 
We are so grateful to you for your kindness 
and generosity to those less fortunate.  
Please message us or add your email in the 
bank reference box if we can claim gift aid.  
 
There is a food collection box in Clayton 
Brook church  and in St John’s, if you are in 
Chorley you can drop off donations at  
Living Waters Church, in Bolton Street.   
Tuesdays & Fridays 10am to 2pm.   
 
Or give a money donation on their website:   
www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse  
…….and most supermarkets have food bank 
      trolleys. 

God’s ability to remember our prayers:  God is able to keep track of every sincere prayer and remember and respond to them 

even years later. In the book of Revelation, the apostle John describes “four living creatures” and “twenty four elders” 

worshipping the Lord in heaven.  Each one was “holding golden bowls full of incense which are the prayers of God’s people”  

Rev 5v8.   Just as incense was precious in the ancient world, our prayers are so precious to God that He keeps them before Him 

continually, treasured in golden bowls!  Our prayers matter to God because we matter to Him.  Through His undeserved kindness 

to us in Jesus, He offers us uninhibited access (Hebrews 4v14-16).  So pray boldly! And know that not a word will be forgotten 

or misplaced because of the amazing love of God.  -  James Banks (Our Daily Bread December 2022) 

Warm Welcome Scheme  

at Clayton Brook 

Hot drinks, soup, books,  

magazines, games, crafts,  

conversation, and warmth  

are all available at  

Clayton Brook Church  

on Mondays 

http://www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse
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Something to make you think and smile (hopefully) 
 
Valentine Message for vegans and vegetarians 

You’ve been the Apple of my eye, you know how much I care; lettuce get together, we’d make the perfect 

pear. 

Now somethings sure to turnip, to prove you can’t be beet; so, if you carrot all for me lets let our tulips 

meet.  

I’ll cauliflower shop and say your dreams are parsley mine. I’ll work and share my celery, so be my 

valentine 
 
Value 

A story is told of a man who loved old books who met a friend who told him he had just thrown away an 

old Bible that he had found in the attic. “I couldn’t read it” his friend explained “ It was printed by 

somebody named Guten-something” “Not Gutenberg” the book-lover exclaimed in horror. “That Bible was 

one of the first ever printed, a copy just sold for over two million dollars!” His friend remained 

unimpressed. “Mine wouldn’t have brought a dollar. Some fellow named Martin Luthor had scribbled over 

it in German!”. 
 
We know the cost of everything and the value of nothing! 
 
 “I have now disposed of all my property to my family. There is one thing more I wish I could give them 

and that is faith in Jesus. If they had that and I had given them nothing, they would have been rich; and if 

they had not that, and I had given them the world, they would be poor indeed” Patrick Henry 
 
Vanity 

He’s so vain that: 

He’s planning to take his own hand in marriage! 

He’s joined the navy so that the world can see him! 

His new book is entitled “Famous People who have met Me” 

He believes in love at first sight, from the first time he saw himself in a mirror and 

He has a mirror on the bathroom ceiling so he can watch himself gargle. 
 
A late middle-aged woman had a heart attack and while on the operating table she has a near death 

experience. She sees God and asks Him if this is it. God says no, that she has another 30 years to live. 

The woman recovered and decided to have a facelift, lip suction, tummy tuck etc, figuring that if she has 

another 30 years she might has well make the most of it. 

She walks out of hospital after recovering from the last operation and immediately gets hit by an 

ambulance. She arrives in front of God and complains “I thought You said I had another 30 years?” 

God replied “I didn’t recognise you”  
 
Verbosity 

The Lord’s Prayer – 66 words and  the Ten Commandments – 179 words 

The Gettysberg Address – 286 words 

The American Declaration of Independence – 1,300 words 

US Government regulations on the sale of cabbages – 26,911 words 

Victory 

“When He had received the drink, Jesus said “It is finished” With that He bowed His head and gave up 

His Spirit. John 19:30 
 
“There are no victories at discount prices” President Eisenhower 
 
Vision 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
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there was a no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City; the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband”        Revelation 21:1&2 
 
Eyes that look are common, eyes that see are rare” J Oswald Sanders 
 
A visitor to the city came onto a construction site and asked the three stonemasons “What are you 

doing?” “I’m cutting the stone” answered the first. “I’m cutting stone to earn a living” said the second. 

“I’m building a cathedral” said the third. 
 
What’s the use of hurrying if you’re on the wrong road 
 
“Vision is the ability to see things invisible” Jonathan Swift 
 
“Always remember that this thing started with a mouse” Walt Disney 
 
The minister of a Baptist church decided that God was calling the church to a new vision. So at the next 

Elder’s meeting he presented his new vision with as much energy and conviction he could. When he had 

finished the Chair of the meeting called for a vote. All fourteen elders voted against the new vision, with 

only the minister voting for it. “Well pastor, it looks like you will have to think again”, said the Chair.  “can 

you close the meeting in prayer please?”   

The minister stood, raised his arms to heaven and prayed “Lord, will you show these good people that 

this is not my vision but Your vision!” 

At that moment the clouds darkened, thunder rolled and a streak of lightning burst through the window 

and struck in two the table at which they were sitting, throwing the minister and all the elders to the 

ground. 

After a moments silence, as they all got up and dusted themselves down the Chair spoke again “Well 

that’s fourteen votes against and two for then” 
 
Visiting 

A pastor went visiting one afternoon and knocked on a door several times, but no one answered. He 

could see through the window that the TV was on, so he knocked again but again with no answer, so he 

left a card Rev. 3:20. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open 

the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  

The following Sunday a woman handed him a card with the following message Gen. 3:20, I heard thy 

voice and I was naked, so I hid myself”. 
 
Volunteers”  

On a blood-bank poster which read “Be a volunteer Blood Donor”, somebody had scrawled “That’s the 

best kind”. 
 
Those who can, do. Those who can do more volunteer! 
 
Volunteers are love in motion! 

    -  From  David Barlow 

With thanks to J. John and Mark Stibbe  Monarch Press 

Our world is unstable and 
the future unpredictable.   

But God is our rock  -   
immovable, unshakeable 

and powerful ! 
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22
nd

 Feb:       ASH WEDNESDAY, a good time to admit you are sorry 

Have you done something which haunts you?  Which makes you feel restless and defensive, every time you think 

of it? Why not deal with it this month, and put it behind you? Whatever your mistake has been, consider what the 

Bible has to say to you: ‘I have not come to call the virtuous but sinners to repentance’ (said Jesus). (Luke 5.32) 

‘Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He 

will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.  (Isaiah 55.7) 

‘Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend 

your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.’  (Joel 2:12-13) 

God is inviting you to come to Him this Ash Wednesday. What a wonderful offer! Make the most of it and 

remember how the prodigal son was welcomed back by his compassionate father. 

‘Come to me all of you who struggle with burdens 
too heavy to carry, and I will give you rest’. 
 
Dear Prayer Pastors, 
Are you ready for a rest? A rest from the busyness of life with its’ 
fast-paced hurriedness and its’ non-stop seemingly endless need to 
make decisions? Decisions about money or lack of it, decisions about 

work or lack of it, decisions about food or lack of even that, 
decisions about life, family relationships, friends, or lack of them too, even decisions about where 
to sleep tonight and whether it will be somewhere warm and secure. 
 
Homelessness is not yet a serious problem in Chorley but there are signs that it is a problem for a 
growing number of individuals that we as Street Pastors meet during our late night patrols around 

the town centre and the nooks and crannies that lie just off the beaten track behind buildings and 
in secluded doorways. Those who we do meet are becoming known to us and we try to encourage 
them to leave their sometimes chosen lifestyle. However, we suspect there are others who 
struggle with the ‘burden’ of loneliness who keep their heads down and are not so easily 
found. Please pray for both them and us that the words of Jesus above may become relevant 

to them as we try to communicate the hope of the Gospel to them. 
 
Sometimes on a wet and cold night when there are not many people around, the Street Pastors 
have to stand firm on the above truth believing that no matter how unpromising the night patrol 
might be, God never wastes anything we do for Him. 
Sometimes they meet many people and have lots of conversations albeit about ‘surface’ things but 
then, quite often, they will have a conversation with someone who will share their real concerns or 

vent their anger and frustration at life  sometimes even against God Himself! In that situation 
prayer can be offered for ‘seeds’ of truth to be sown and encouragement given knowing that God 
will take the words uttered and affirmation offered and ‘produce fruit’. Often they do not see the 
fruit, but knowing that God by His Spirit will continue to work in their hearts motivates them to 
continue to patrol week in week out. 
 
Please pray  during both Tuesday and on Friday evening that the Spirit of God will prosper the 
work that will go on through the witness of the Street Pastors as they patrol the town centre and 
throughout the villages and communities around Chorley and also beyond throughout our nation. 
  -  God bless you for your prayer support,  Brian 
 
To learn more about Street Pastors, speak to Irene, Will, Hetti in church. 
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AJF Professional Sprayers & Decorators 
 

07971571665 - 01257412775 
 

www.ajfprofessionaldecorators.co.uk 
 

A professional decorating company  
based in Whittle-le-Woods.  

We spray PVC, doors, windows, kitchens,  
interiors and everything in between.   
Please get in touch for a quotation. 

If your local business would like a free advert in the Gazette,  
please contact the Editor 

Thank you to everyone who has  
contributed to this month’s Gazette.    

Please send in your articles  

& comments  

for the MARCH edition 

before the end of February 

To the Editor 

 

If you would like to contact any  

person in this gazette, please use the 

contact page on this website. 
 
 

The editor would welcome comments  

on any article in this gazette 

 

http://www.ajfprofessionaldecorators.co.uk/
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