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Dear Friends
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Every day they continued to meet
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. (from Acts 2:42-47
This lovely passage was our theme for our PCC day away recently. David Whitehouse, vicar of St
Andrew’s Leyland, shared part of the time with us and began the day by speaking very helpfully from
these words. Here is a little summary of some of what he said.
Here was a bunch of people, from a variety of places and cultures, who had been gathered and brought
together by God. Their life together was marked by:
A devotion to God’s word
The apostles’ teaching. As David put it, ‘the apostles’ sermons went into the Bible; our sermons come out
of the Bible.’ That is why preaching from Scripture is an essential part of every Sunday gathering. We
should be, and always work to be, a Bible-teaching church.
And not only teaching, but also listening. Are we a people who listen to God’s word? And not only on
Sundays?
A devotion to God’s people
You cannot miss the emphasis on togetherness and fellowship—they were devoted to one another. To
quote David again, ‘here were people enjoying what Christ had made possible.’ David challenged us to
grow an attitude of fellowship: sharing lives, possessions, homes and time. As he said, it needs more than
just coffee time at church on Sundays. He offered this challenge: invite someone for a meal in your home
and don’t tidy up before they arrive! i.e. be yourself.
A devotion to God’s grace
They were devoted to breaking of bread and prayer—both of which are expressions of receiving. We pray
because we know we are dependent upon God. We pray because we know that it’s all down to him and
anything we have and anything we achieve is only because he has given to us. We are people who
receive. That is grace.
Another challenge from David: say ‘grace’ before meals, and not just as a formality but as a genuine
expression that we only have this food to eat because we have received it from God. And therefore how
grateful we are.
A written summary can never capture the spirit of time spent together, but I hope you may find this
beautiful picture inspiring and helpful.

Your brother in Christ
Philip
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The poppies of
Remembrance
Sunday
In late 1914, WW1 erupted across Northern France and Flanders.
Great swathes of previously green fields and forests were blasted and bombed,
leaving them bleak and barren, with seemingly every living thing destroyed.
But then in the Spring of 1915, something beautiful began to come out of all the destruction.
Tens of thousands of bright red Flanders poppies began to put out tentative shoots across the
endless vistas of mud. These resilient little flowers had actually flourished in the middle of so
much chaos and destruction, because their seeds grow when exposed to sunlight, through
disturbances to soil.
We all know that these endless fields of cheerful poppies, growing in the midst of such misery and
destruction, were what inspired the Canadian doctor, Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, to write the now
famous poem ‘In Flanders Fields’.
And it was McCrae’s poem which inspired an American academic named Moina Michael to adopt the poppy in
memory of those who had fallen in the war. She got it adopted as an official symbol of Remembrance across the
United States, and worked with others who were trying to do the same in Canada, Australia, and the UK.
A French woman, Anna Guérin who was in the UK in 1921, caught the same vision, and planned to sell the poppies
in London. There she met Earl Haig, the founder of the Royal British Legion, who was persuaded to adopt the poppy
as its emblem in the UK.
Remembrance Sunday will be especially poignant this year, as Russia’s war on Ukraine continues
to cast long shadows over Europe. But Remembrance is also a time to remember those whom we
have loved and lost, from Queen Elizabeth II to members of our own families.
Canon Paul Hardingham considers the value of a brief silence………..

The Two Minutes Silence
In the month when we think about those who have given their lives in war, the Two Minutes Silence is a significant
act of remembrance. The silence provides an opportunity to remember those who have suffered in war and how we
can work for a peaceful world. However, we can also find ourselves thinking about lunch or whether we’ve switched
off our phone?
Victor Frankl, a victim of Auschwitz, suggested that the most intolerable of all human conditions is not imprisonment
or hunger, but lack of meaning. The two minutes of silence enables us to connect with Jesus’ message, which offers
true meaning to our lives and world. He spoke of giving ourselves in love for each other and the world, ‘Love your
enemies and pray for those that persecute you’ (Matthew 5:44). He also demonstrated such love in sacrificing His
own life, ‘Greater love has no-one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends’ (John 15:13). When observing
the silence, let’s use it to reflect on this sacrificial love, as we call to mind those who have laid down their lives.
In our busy lives, where so much clamours for our attention, silence gives us an opportunity to reflect on our
priorities and rediscover true meaning in our lives. This is not just for Remembrance Sunday, as Jesus often withdrew
to find silence to seek God (eg: Luke 5:16). Let’s use silence in our lives as space to seek God’s will and offer
ourselves to Him, just as those who gave themselves in conflict through the years.

‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them.’
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Operation Christmas Child 2022

DEADLINE FOR RETURN
OF SHOEBOXES TO
CHURCH IS SUNDAY
13th NOVEMBER

A small shoebox can have a big impact on a child, who may never have received a gift before. Be a part of
changing children’s lives all over the world in Jesus’ name through the power of a simple shoebox gift with
Operation Christmas Child.
Each year, our two churches support this charity and have donated 100’s of boxes to this worthy cause.
With your help we are aiming to donate more boxes this year!
Look out for the preprinted shoeboxes (50p) in church in October, or decorate and fill your own empty
shoebox.
What goes into the box is fun to pack!
Decide whether you want to pack a box for a boy or a girl, and for which age group (2-4, 5-9 or 10-14
years) and remember to stick a label on the outside of the box indicating your choice. Please include a £5
donation for postage inside the box. A photo of your family and/or a Christmas card are also nice additions.
Then return the box to church by 13th November 2022.
For ideas about what to put in a shoebox (and labels) pick up a leaflet in church or visit:
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox/
Please do not include: Toothpaste, sweets, lotions and liquids; used or damaged items; war-related items;
seeds, gum, chocolate or food items; religious or political literature; medicines, aerosol cans, sharp or
fragile items. Items packed from this list will be removed from shoeboxes.
If you can’t get to church to collect a pre-printed box or return one,
then please either ask a friend who is attending church to help you, or
let one of us know by email, or by phoning Gill on 01257 232088 and
leaving a message.
Contacts:
Gill Lancaster at St Johns or Kathy Bigio at Clayton Brook

DEADLINE FOR RETURN OF SHOEBOXES TO CHURCH IS SUNDAY 13th NOVEMBER
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Something to make you think and smile (hopefully)

from David Barlow

Salvation
A businessman well known for his ruthlessness once told the writer Mark Twain, “Before I die I mean to
make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. I will climb Mount Sinai and read the Ten Commandments aloud at
the top”
“I have a better idea” replied Twain. “You could stay in Boston and observe them.”
When the author walks onto the stage, the play is over. God is going to invade all right; but what is the
good of saying you are on His side then, when you see the whole natural universe melting away like a
dream and something else comes crashing in? This time it will be God without disguise; something so
overwhelming that it will strike either irresistible love or irresistible horror into every creature. It will be too
late then to choose your side. That will not be the time for choosing; it will be the time when we discover
which side we have really chosen whether we realised it before or not. Now, today this moment, is our
chance to choose the right side. C S Lewis
Science
A group of scientists had decided that humanity had made so much progress it no longer needed God.
They picked one scientist to go and tell God that He was no longer required. God listened patiently and
kindly to the man and after the scientist had finished, He said “Very well, how about this? Let’s have a
man-making contest?”
To which the man replied, “Great idea” God went on “Now we’re going to do this just like in the old days
with Adam.” The scientist said “No problem” and bent down and grabbed a handful of dirt.
God just looked at him and said “No,no,no You make your own dirt.”
Service
Most people wish to serve God – but only in an advisory capacity.
Years ago, the Salvation Army was holding an international convention and their founder, General Booth,
could not attend because of physical weakness. He cabled them his convention message in one word.
OTHERS.
Signs
On a plumbers Van “We repair what your husband fixed”.
On a repair shop door “We can repair anything. (Please knock hard on the door, bell doesn’t work)”
In an office “Would the person who took the step ladders yesterday please return them or further
steps will be taken”
Sign outside a Petrol Station “Please do not smoke near our petrol pumps……you may not think your
life is worth very much, but our petrol is”
Signs outside churches
God does not go on a vacation from you!
If you live as if God doesn’t exist, you better be right.
Professionals built the Titanic, amateurs built the Ark.
The Ten Commandments were not called the Ten Suggestions for a reason.
Our world revolves around the Son.
Be patient with others as God has been with you.
T.G.I.F. Thank God I’m Forgiven
Jesus invested His life in you. Have you shown any interest?
Its never too soon to plan for eternity.
In the dark? Follow the Son.
Sin
“A little sin is like being a little pregnant, it will eventually show itself” Rick Warren.
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Once we sooth our conscience by calling something a “necessary evil” it begins to look more and more
necessary and less and less evil.
Nine modern-day sins
Booking a table in a restaurant and not turning up.
Taking coat hangers from hotels
Pledging money for a telethon and not sending it.
Not clearing your rubbish away at McDonalds.
Taking eleven items through the ten items or less checkout.
Starting the bottom layer in a chocolate box before finishing the top layer.
Unfolding all the sweaters in Benetton.
Phoning your sister in Australia…….from work
Sisters
Andrew came home from school one day, cut, bruised and blood stained. His father asked him what on
earth had happened. “Well Dad, its like this” Andrew began “Stephen challenged me to a duel and you
know how it goes….we have a choice of weapons”
“Uh huh” said his father “That seems fair”
“I know….but I never thought he’d choose his sister!”
Smile
A smile is a light in the window of a face which shows the heart is at home.
All people smile in the same language.
A warm smile thaws an icy stare.
Smile! It improves your face value.
Surprises
A taxi passenger tapped the driver on his shoulder to ask him something. The driver screamed, lost
control of his cab and nearly hit a bus, stopping centimetres from a shop window. For a second
everything went quiet in the cab before the taxi driver said, “Look sir, don’t ever do that again, you
scared the daylights out of me” The passenger apologised and said he didn’t realise a little tap would
scare him so much.
The driver also apologised saying “Its not really your fault, today is my first day as a cab driver. I’ve been
driving hearses for the last 25 years”.
With thanks to J. John and Mark Stibbe Monarch Pressor diminished in any way

Don’t forget the monthly prayer diary which is distributed in church and by email

And, please continue to pray for the re-ordering of St John’s church.
Our church and ourselves need our prayers

“Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labour in vain.” Psalm 127v1
“I call on you, my God, for you will answer me; turn your ear to me and hear my prayer.” Psalm 17v6
We’ve waited so long, stir us up, Lord, into prayerful action. Pray that the future plans
have no delays, hold ups, interruptions, postponements etc etc.

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see”. Hebrews 11v1
“But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently”. Romans 8v25
May we grow stronger in prayer and thanksgiving as we see our church building transformed.
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NORTHERN WOMEN’S CONVENTION
We are thrilled to be able to come together again from across our
churches in the North of England at our Autumn conventions. It is so
good to meet with women from various places, backgrounds and
churches but all seeking to know Christ better and serve him more.
Bookings are now open for our Autumn 2022 Conventions in Leeds
and Manchester.
The Leeds convention will take place on Saturday 5th November at the St George's Centre
The Manchester convention will take place on Saturday 12th November at the King's House
Conference Centre.
Tickets are £15 and £12 for concessions. If the cost of a ticket would prevent you from coming, or if you
have any questions or queries, please do get in contact with us
at: admin@northernwomensconvention.org.uk
The speaker for our two main talks is Felicity Carswell, she'll be taking us through the book of
Habakkuk thinking about the theme 'From frustration to faith'. There will also be a choice of three
seminars to attend, or the option to take some time out to reflect on what you've heard in the main talks.
As always, we've got 10ofthose bringing a bookstall to both the Leeds and Manchester venues - always
a convention highlight.
For more information about the convention, please see our flyer available on our website:
northernwomensconvention.org.uk
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20th November:

T

The excitement of the Sunday of Christ the King

he last Sunday in November is the last Sunday of the church year, and in some ways the most
important. Why? Because everything else in the Christian year looks BACK on what happened
2000 years ago. The Sunday of Christ the King looks FORWARD to what we can expect next…. the
return one day of Jesus Christ to this earth, as King of Kings.

D

oes the idea of Jesus of Nazareth literally returning to earth seem a bit quaint to accept, in our
computerised world of e-mails and the internet? Well, that is what the Bible says will happen – it is
promised more than 250 times!
The Bible is quite clear: the return of the Lord Jesus Christ as King of Kings will take place personally,
powerfully, bodily, visibly, publicly – and INSTANTLY. (Read Matthew 24:30,31,
or I Thessalonians 4:13 – 5:3.) Here are words of Jesus Himself:
For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end
to the other. (Luke 17:24)

T

his will be no local story for a BBC TV reporter to cover if he gets time. That day he won’t be
interviewing the Carpenter of Nazareth, wearing Galilean homespun. Jesus will be in His
incandescent brilliance as the ‘Son of Man’ – a bit of a challenge even for TV reporters!

C

ertainly when Peter, James and John were witness to their familiar Master ‘transfigured’, as the
same irradiated Person – in a dramatic preview of Christ’s triumphant final rule (Luke 9:28-36), they
did not feel very confident. The martyred Stephen, about to die, had a similar glimpse: “Behold I see the
heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God’ (Acts 7:56). The exiled apostle
John on the island of Patmos saw the same figure: ‘…His face was like the sun shining in full
strength’ (Revelation 1:16.)

W

hen Christ one day returns, the whole world will finally witness this same spectacle (Revelation
1:7). His return will mark the end of history, as we know it. It will inaugurate the final Judgment. It
will re-unite the Lord with His Church on earth. Jesus’ return to us will bring about the new heaven and
the new earth. Pain, death, persecution, privation and sorrow will all be banished. The entire edifice of
evil that has raised itself against the rule of God will be dismantled in a moment.

W

e have been warned all along not to place a date or a time upon the Second Coming of Christ.
(Matthew 24:42-44) Sadly, many people ignore this warning and waste endless time in
calculations. The way in which we should be spending our days before the end is to work, watch and
witness to our Lord Jesus – whether or not ours is a world of computers, e-mail and all the rest!

I

n the meantime, where is Jesus now? The Bible writers tells us that Jesus has returned to the place of
privilege and power, and is ‘seated at the right hand’ of the Father (Ephesians 1:20-21; Colossians
3:1; Hebrews 1:3), and is waiting for the Father’s timing for Him to return to earth in glory (Mark 13:2627,32), to raise the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18), and give them their resurrection bodies (1
Corinthians 15:35-44).

Jesus will never be a baby again.
He is now Christ the King – today, tomorrow, forever.
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The Suffering Church
Suffering Church Action and Awareness week
Can I encourage you to get involved in some way with Suffering and Awareness week, running from 30
October to 6 November, as we remember our suffering Christian family living under pressure and
persecution. Ongoing conflict, pandemic, famine and disease has considerably increased the pressure on
Christians whose lives are already marginalised and discriminated against, and we can stand with them in
the week loving them in prayer and perhaps with financial support. There is much more detail available on
the Barnabas website www.barnabasfund.org
War is an area in which Christians share in. the general suffering of all humanity. WE are all aware of the
many dead and wounded in Ukraine and the millions who have sought refuge in other countries, and an
estimated seven million displaced in Ukraine itself. And the war is having a massive affect on food supplies
around the world, often affecting much poorer countries in Africa.
There is a tiny Christian population in Yemen caught up in a truly horrendous humanitarian disaster as an
armed struggle between Houthi rebel and Saudi backed government forces continue to destabilise the
country. This conflict has now been going on for nearly ten years, prolonged by external countries keeping
the war going and millions of innocent civilians are paying the price.
In the ongoing Myanmar conflict, which has worsened since the military coup in 2021 has seen minority
groups like the ethnic Christians and the Rohingya Muslims being even more brutally oppressed. These
might be the conflicts that reach our news reports but there is continuing violence in Azerbaijan/NagornoKarabakh, Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria, Mali and Chad amongst others. And in all cases it
is generally the minority populace (often Christian) and the innocent who suffer.
Disaster
Natural disasters are deadly in themselves but also cause further problems and economic shocks that
continue for years. Who can forget the recent dreadful scenes from Pakistan, flood on a basis barely
conceivable in the United Kingdom. Earthquakes and tropical storms in Haiti, the typhoon Ria in the
Philippines and a cyclone causing havoc in Madagascar, a country previously suffering from drought.
Lebanon, a country since Old Testament times, which has suffered civil war in its recent past and
instability over the past decade still trying to recover from a massive man-made accident, an explosion in
the Port of Beirut. Government corruption and instability has hindered attempts to rebuild the economy
there. Again who suffers most, minorities amongst them many Christians.
Famine
The present global food crisis is shaping up to be one of the worst in human history, around a billion
people are already without sufficient food to maintain health and wellbeing even at the most basic level,
and that’s before the current crisis starts to bite. The list of countries who are now at risk of malnutrition is
getting longer, Kenya, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Sudan, Somalia, Yemen, Madagascar, Mozambique and
Zimbabwe.

10

Disease
Is another ever present danger facing humanity including millions of Christians. However disease does not
discriminate on the basis of religion, although statistically Christians in many countries are likely to be the
worst affected due to poverty and discriminate. Countries currently struggling with health related issues are
India, Nepal, Indonesia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and parts of Central Asia.
Persecution

Christians remain the most persecuted people in the world, because of their commitment to Our Lord
Jesus, and the counties are sadly so familiar. Afghanistan, North Korea, Somalia, Eritrea, Sudan,
Yemen, Pakistan, India, Iran, Libya, Russia and China. And others include Maldives, Algeria,
Mozambique and the Central Asian states. Sadly and many others who may not score many points on
“Pointless” but who have terrible suffering in their midst.
I have to confess in writing this it can be so easy to despair.
What stops me is my faith in a God, through Jesus, who actually intercedes in many of these situations
making the dreadful better, and somehow bringing hope into hopeless situations. A God who suffers with
His Children of all faiths and none.

Secondly the truly inspirational stories of what many Christians are doing across the world, and generally
in some of the worst areas, seeking to heal, feed, clothe and help rebuild communities and churches.
Working with all who have similar motivation to alleviate suffering and hurt turning despair to hope.
Centres of Hope in Syria, Health centres in Lebanon, working with the young in refugee camps, taking
practical aid into so many of these areas.
Thirdly Gods call on my life to get involved, to pray, to find out more, to give, to be thankful for what God
has given me. Is it enough? Can I do more? Probably No and Yes!!
But I must never stop caring, stopping because my contribution is so small. Why because my God is a
massive God who can use my little in ways I can’t even imagine. A God whose answer to despair is hope ,
hope in a person, hope in Jesus.
A Living Hope
“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at
the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, And your life is
now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him
in Glory” Colossians 3: 1 - 4.
If you wish to know more or get some resources, you can do so from www.barnabasfund.org and
www.opendoorsuk.org.
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PLEASE SUPPORT PHILIP’S MISSION TRIP TO UGANDA
Philip is once again this year visiting the Uganda Martyrs Seminary from 18th-26th November as a teacher at the
conference for college alumni, ordained serving clergy, both men and women.
At least £1000 is needed to cover Philip’s expenses and travel costs, plus covering most of the Ugandan
ministers’ costs, and as a Mission team we are encouraging everyone to consider contributing something towards
these costs. As an example, a gift of £20 from 50 people would cover the whole amount. Instructions on how to
give on-line are below.
Thank you from the SJCB Mission Support Team (Gill Lancaster, Kathy Bigio, Hetti Johnson, Stuart Cross)

Uganda School of Biblical Training 2022
MAKING A DONATION
To make a donation, please follow these two steps:
STEP 1. USE THE CROSSLINKS DONATE PAGE TO MAKE THE DONATION, TO
“UGANDA UMS SBT”:
https://www.crosslinks.org/get-involved/give/step1

You need to click the “where should the money go” box and scroll down to find “Uganda UMS SBT”

STEP 2. LET US KNOW (ANONYMOUSLY) THAT YOU’VE GIVEN, USING THIS FORM:
https://cloud.morden.church/index.php/apps/forms/726kxi4dsgme9z9z

This way we can keep track of how our donations are going.
Once again, thank you for your kind generosity. God-willing it will help the spread of the Kingdom in Uganda.

A little girl saying her prayers: “God bless Mummy, God bless Daddy,
God bless my brother Tommy, God bless Granny – and God look
after Yourself, ‘cos if anything happens to You, we’ve had it!”
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Editors note: David has been writing these Champions articles for 16 years! His
first one was in 2006, and every 4 years since then he has produced another.
This one is excellent as always, and David has said he will try and find 26 Biblical
women to form the Champions of 2023. Watch this space!

CHAMPIONS
The Men’s Football World Cup will soon be with us again; the colour, the
excitement, the triumph and the despair. For football fans it comes at a strange
time, but no the less exciting for that! Can England improve on their performance
in the European Championship or even on the last World Cup in 2018? Which
teams are favorite, Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, France, Germany, Spain or
perhaps a surprise from Uruguay, Croatia, Ghana, Cameroon or Senegal? But no Italy.
Will new stars appear, noting that the incredible Erling Haaland will not be there? Is this the last chance for
Messi and Ronaldo or will one of the British players write their name into football history?.
All of this got me thinking again about a team of true world beaters – a Heaven XI (or 26)?
Every successful team is built upon a solid defense and representing the Heaven team we have the four
Gospel writers who have presented an unbroken force in literally hundreds of encounters. Playing three at
the back, with Luke and Matthew and Mark, and John, a revelation just in front of them. What better
foundation than that provided by the four apostles; Luke, Matthew and Mark united on the Gospels, with
John providing insight and vision.
Playing alongside John, giving support to the defense and prompting attack whenever possible, who better
than Moses, who in giving us the ten commandments has provided a solid foundation for life, strong in
defense but confident in going forward. Moses has such a wide range of ability, calm under pressure and
with outstanding leadership qualities is also captain.
Now a key part of the team the creative midfield – four players all capable of defending or being effective
in creating openings to attack. On the right Abraham whose experience gained across the whole of
Mesopotamia has proved invaluable. What better player than the one chosen by God to found a new
nation; and always capable of taking on the captain’s role if Moses is absent.
On the left David, who made his debut as a child prodigy against one of the biggest defenders ever and
immediately proved his worth with his speed of foot and thought. Fortunately, unlike so many, David went
on to fulfill his potential and his talent, so much so that people still talk of the golden age when David
ruled………midfield. He has of course had a few problems off the field, but these seem to be behind him
now?
In the centre that creative genius Paul (once known as Saul). Coming from a small club in Tarsus Paul
revolutionised everywhere he played with his new approach to his discipline, “evangelizing” he introduced
the game to millions who had never thought of it previously. Paul sprung to prominence after his transfer
to Damascus and from that time on his play has been truly inspired, playing with a Spirit many do not
possess. His prominence has been such that he founded a large number of feeder clubs (Corinth,
Ephesus, Galatia, Philippi etc) to his current club, Rome. Who better to play alongside Paul in the centre
but Barnabas, reliable and trustworthy in the most difficult of situations and a wonderful encouragement,
especially to the younger players.
In choosing substitutes Heaven has a host to choose from. Three who are always available, except
occasionally when on scouting missions, we have the Archangels Gabriel, Michael and Raphael, great
in a tight spot. You will be pleased to know that after prolonged negotiations with the shirt sponsors they
are now able to produce shirts which accommodate four foot wings!
A popular substitute is Joshua, always a great player when things are not going well, irrespective of what
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others might think, he is always ready for the fight. Another one who never stops encouraging the rest of
the team and is worth his place for that alone.
Then there is Peter, always prepared to make his voice heard even if he sometimes gets it wrong. Never
known to let the team down when called upon, Peter gets stronger every time he plays. Lazarus, good at
coming back when things look bleak, Gideon, never afraid of the odds, Jacob, good at making the best
of any difficulty, Noah, excellent on wet pitches, Daniel and Solomon wise beyond their age, (although
Solomon has to be careful about the female fan base he is building).Timothy, a quick learner and utterly
reliable, and Philip and Thomas, much traveled before settling down with their current clubs, Thomas no
longer doubting his ability. Our last two substitutes are Silas, always encouraging, even in the tightest of
spots and Epaphroditus, our reserve goalkeeper utterly reliable but rarely used. Of course there are
always some who don’t quite make the squad; three who were particularly unlucky are Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, brilliant when the going gets hot, and might have been useful in Qatar!
However, football is all about stopping and scoring goals. Therefore, who better in goal than God the
Father whose motto (as related to Job 18 v 11) is “this far you may come and no further” What better aim
for the last line of defense. (God the Father has also promised not to use His omnipresent powers,
otherwise the team would have 21 players!). You can see why Epaphroditus rarely plays!
And upfront the most effective of striking partnerships. Playing just off the front player we have God the
Holy Spirit. Always seeking openings for His strike partner. HS (as He is known to his colleagues)
continually probes for weakness within the opposition defense and hitting the target when most
unexpected (ask Paul). No-one plays this role better than God the Holy Spirit.
And to lead the team from the front, as always – Jesus at the heart of everything the team attempts.
Working seamlessly in tandem with the Holy Spirit Jesus gets on the end of most of the best moves. He
always gives 110% and in exploiting any opening created by the team Jesus is a real encouragement to
them and to its supporters. And in spite of His massive popularity and demands on His time Jesus always
seems to find time for anyone who needs Him.
It doesn’t matter how hard the game gets, whatever the conditions Jesus never stops working. Creating
so much Himself He is also quick to spot openings and finish the move
successfully. A great favourite with the fans Jesus continues to win hearts
wherever he plays.
What a team? Successful in every condition, climate and whatever the
ground conditions this team is now unbeaten in countless matches – truly
victorious? And entertaining – this team never plays for a draw – only for a
win.
And of course the Women’s Football World Cup follows in 2023, can England
follow up their Euro triumph? (and do I know 26 women from the Bible!!)
© David Barlow 2022

The months ahead may be harder than most for some people.
Please remember the LOVE FUND
The Love Fund consists of donations of money from various members of both our
churches. This can be used for anyone in our church or parish who is in need of
help. If you are in financial need for whatever purpose: shopping, bills, essentials
etc during this crisis, then get in touch with Philip and he will be happy to help you.
tel: 01257 515141 email: info@stjohnsandclaytonbrook.uk
www.stjohnsandclaytonbrook.uk/contact-us
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PRISON FELLOWSHIP
I have volunteered in our local prisons for 10+ years, delivering prison fellowship courses, ie Sycamore
Tree a 6 week restorative justice course, bible study groups and helping chaplaincy by visiting and praying
with prisoners on their wings. I letter write and I am part of a team who listen to prayers from all UK
prisons, logs them and passes them on to prayer warriors all around UK.
For me, my ministry in the prisons has been a very humbling experience from day one, but also
sometimes challenging.
But what a privilege to take love and light, to be the hands and feet of Jesus, to be able to pray and reach
out to brokenness in places where there is only darkness. The theme for Prisons week this year is
THANKFULNESS. I can honestly say that I thank God for leading me along this path. Thankful for
everything I have in this life. We are all so blessed to have the love and support of our Heavenly Father.
If anyone feels God is prompting them to this ministry please email me or have a word with me when I am
back in church at the end of October. - Anne Harris
PRISON FELLOWSHIP PSALM
Open the eyes of our hearts Lord, to see things from your perspective;
Let us find our strength in you as we walk into your plans;
Give us courage to go wherever you call us.
Heavenly Father, help us to know how to best serve You
and to bless those in prison in Your name;
Help us to reflect your love and kindness in all that we do.
God of peace, we pray for your supernatural peace in prisons where there is unrest and uncertainty.
Equip those on the front line with your armour and protection.
God of mercy, give all prisoners a deep desire to live out Jesus’ peace within them.
May they find transformation through your restorative justice.
God who loves us as a Father and Mother,
strengthen and protect the relationship between parents in prison and their children;
surround their children with your love and care,
and support them both through that traumatic separation.
God of love, we give thanks for our incredible volunteers;
Bless them in their lives, and in all they do for Prison Fellowship’s ministry:
Protect them as they go into challenging environments;
give them energy, wisdom and grace in all they do,
and continue to draw more believers into your work in prisons.
God of heaven, Give churches a vision for your Kingdom that includes serving those in prison,
and a passion to reach out to prisoners and their families with Christs’ love and compassion.
God of grace, we pray for wisdom and clarity going forward for Prison Fellowship.
We give thanks for the growing fellowship within our Local Prayer Groups,
strengthen this network of volunteers and inspire them afresh with your vision of lives changed.
God of hope, enable us to see all those we meet through your eyes,
and to have your heart for them.
Give us your words and peace as we interact with them
and grace to walk alongside them.
Amen.
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An inflatable kayak was presented
to Paul and family at his leaving
Jacob’s Join at Clayton Brook.
Katie received flowers and books,
and the girls were
given a life jacket each.
It was a wonderful time of joy, and
sadness that they are leaving.
Paul will be licensed at his new
church, St Andrews, Leyland,
on Thursday 3rd November.

Canon Paul Hardingham considers our new monarch…………………………
King Charles III
‘And wherever you may live in the United Kingdom, or in the realms and territories across the world,
and whatever may be your background or beliefs, I shall endeavour to serve you with loyalty, respect
and love, as I have throughout my life.’
These are King Charles III’s words from his TV broadcast following the death of Queen Elizabeth.
They reflect the Queen’s own commitment to serve the nation for 70 years. They also express the
continuity of monarchy: ‘The Queen is dead. Long live the King!’
However, continuity doesn’t mean that things remain the same. King Charles III will face different
challenges to the Queen, but the same God works His purposes through each of them. At his death,
King David spoke these words to his son Solomon: ‘Be strong and observe what the Lord your God
requires: walk in obedience to him…Do this so that you may prosper in all you do and wherever you
go.’ (1 Kings 2:2,3) These are words for our new King and ourselves, as we seek God’s will in a time
of uncertainty.
King Charles III has demonstrated his ability to get alongside people to ‘see the value of each person
as God sees them.’ (Archbishop of Canterbury). He is also in touch with the important issues of the
day. He has provided young people with opportunities to change their lives. He understands the life
of the poorest in our society, and he is passionate about the state of our planet. Let’s pray for our
king, as he faces new challenges and opportunities: ‘I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers,
intercession and thanksgiving be made for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful
and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. (1 Timothy 2:1,2).

Where? A rather long-winded preacher was dealing with the Old Testament prophets,
one by one. “And now,” he propounded, “we reach Isaiah. Where shall I put Isaiah?”
At that, a little man in the front row stood up. “He can have my seat. I’m going home!”
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From David Barlow
A Prayer for our Earth (with thanks to Pope Francis)
Powerful God, You hold us and everything You have made in Your loving care.
You are in the whole universe, and in every tiny creature.
Pour out on us, Lord, the power of Your love and teach us to care for life and for beauty.
Fill us with peace so that we do not harm others but love them like sisters and brothers.
Lord we know that people who are poor are very special to You and that You want us to love them too,
so they are not forgotten.
We ask You to challenge and change us so that we protect Your world, not destroy it.
Soften and change the hearts of people and leaders who think only of themselves, power and money,
instead of caring about people and the Earth.
Show us how small things matter.
Help us to see we are all connected to each other and to Your Earth.
We thank You Jesus for being with us each day, fill us with Your wonder, light and life, and help us bring
peace to Your wonderful world.
Amen

Do your children need help with their English?
Virtual tuition, via Zoom, offered to all ages.
£15 per hour
Contact Irene Flack MA at
n0rthernstar58@gmail.com
for further information
THE REAL ADVENT CALENDAR was created in
2013 in response to surveys which revealed that 36% of 5-7
year olds did not know whose birthday was celebrated at
Christmas.
To help spread the Christmas story the Real Advent
Calendar has a line of the Christmas story behind each of the
25 doors and a corresponding page in the enclosed
Christmas activity book which expands the story with some
fun challenges along the way. Also behind every door is a
festive shaped Fairtrade milk chocolate.
The Real Advent Calendar is not available in supermarkets
this year. You can buy from a range of independent
retailers, including Traidcraft, TLMtrading.com, Embrace
the Middle East, Premiere shop, Christian bookshops,
eden.co.uk and direct from realadvent.co.uk
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Thank you to everyone who has
contributed to this month’s Gazette.
Please send in your articles & comments
for the DECEMBER edition

before the end of November
to: Cath Orr
The editor would welcome comments
on any article in this gazette

From Living Waters Food Bank:

Thank you so very much to everyone who
supports the food bank through single donations
and standing orders. We are so grateful and it
allows us to do so much more. Please consider
sending a gift through our bank transfer or look
on our facebook page. We are so grateful to you
for your kindness and generosity to those less
fortunate.
Please message us or add your email in the bank
reference box if we can claim gift aid.
AJF Professional Sprayers & Decorators
07971571665 - 01257412775
www.ajfprofessionaldecorators.co.uk
A professional decorating company
based in Whittle-le-Woods.
We spray PVC, doors, windows, kitchens,
interiors and everything in between.
Please get in touch for a quotation.
If your local business would like a free advert in the Gazette,
please contact the Editor

There is a food collection box in Clayton Brook
church and in St John’s, if you are in Chorley
you can drop off donations at Living Waters
Church, in Bolton Street. Tuesdays & Fridays
10am to 2pm. Or give a money donation on their
website: www.facebook.com/LWStorehouse
or—most supermarkets have food bank trolleys.

